.3 


i:- 

V 


THINGOE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


(U  E  S  T  SUFFOLK) 


REPORT 
Of  The 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 


1968 


P.  COGGIN  BROUN,  M.R.C.3., 


L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30184058 


MIIUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Thingoe,  in  the 
County  of  TJest  Suffolk,  for  the  year  ended  December,  1968, 


Thingoe  House, 
Northgate  Street, 
BURY  ST.  EDOTDS. 


lilr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Service  for  the  year  1968, 

The  Registrar  General* s  estimate  of  the  population  showed  a 
moderate  increase. 

There  was  a  slight  rise  in  the  birth  rate,  a  slight  fall  in  the 
death  rate  and  both  rates  compared  favourably  v/ith  those  for  England 
and  'Jales, 

Although  69  cases  of  measles  v/ere  notified  the  incidence  of  other 
infectious  diseases  was  low. 

The  completion  of  a  further  housing  survey  of  the  District  has 
shown  that  progress  towards  improvement  has  been  made  but  that  it  has 
been  slow.  One  very  large  family  presented  the  Council  vdth  an  almost 
insuperable  housing  problem.  After  lengthy  discussions  with  other 
Authorities  concerned  the  Council  resolved  to  purchase  and  convert  a 
property  so  that  the  members  of  this  family  could  be  brought  together 
again. 

Further  progress  has  been  made  with  the  provision  of  main  sev/erage 
in  the  villages.  The  Council  resolved  to  cease  the  practice  of 
tipping  crude  refuse  which  in  future  is  to  be  subjected  to 
pulverisation. 

During  the  year  the  now  offices  and  Council  Chamber  at  Thingoe 
House,  Bury  St,  Edmunds  v.'ere  officially  opened,  and  the  staff  of  your 
Public  Health  Department  are  most  appreciative  of  the  greatly  improved 
accommodation  and  facilities. 

I/Iy  thanks  are  due  to  the  members  of  my  staff  and  especially  to 
Mr,  F.  Holmes  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  his  loyal 
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support  at  all  times  and  for  his  help  in  the  compilation  of  this 
report, 

finally,  I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
encouragement  I  have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee* 


I  have  tho  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  COG-ail'J  BROV/N. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


-  2  - 


PUBLIC  nSiOLTIi  COi/C.ilTTSS 


Councillor  N.R.  Whitwell  -  CHAIIUaAN, 
Councillor  P.B.  Clarke  -  VICE-CH4IRI/Lm. 

COUNCILLORS. 


S.W.  Bird. 

H.H.  Ca7/ston, 

L.  Uright. 

R.F.  G-rimwood. 

'^The  Rev.  17. E.  Harris. 

Ivirs.  K.M.  Laing. 

H.R.  Smith. 

^^Indi  cates 


B.G,  Lakelin. 

Itr  s .  H .  J .  Mar  shall . 
'^T.T.F.  May. 

IT.R,  f/Iizen. 

N.H.H.  Nichols. 

D.D,  Shield  e. 

J.H.  Warren. 
;-0fficio  Member. 


ST.1FF  OR  THE  PUBLIC  IIK^iLTII  DEP;1RTI.1EI-IT , 

P.  COGGIN  BROW,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

This  Officer  holds  in  addition  the  follov/ing  appointments 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  )  vr  4.  c  n,  «  ^  n 

-  ,  T  T  <  West  Suffolk  County  Council. 

School  Medical  Officer  ) 

Me'?iical  Officer  of  Health  Borough  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEi\LTH  INSPECTOR. 


F.  HOLMES,  M.A.P.H.I.jM.R.S.H. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate  R.S.H. 

Hons  Dip,  R.I.P.H.  ilJD  H. 

This  Officer  is  also  appointed  Inspector  under  the  Petroleum  and 

Explosives  Acts, 

ADDITIONiiL  PUBLIC  HE/iLTH  HISPECTORS. 


S.T.  AARON,  M.A.P.H.I., 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate  R.S.H. 

Smoke  Inspector's  Certificate  R.S.H. 

Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Building  and  Public  Works  Certificate  R.S.H. 

Tropical  Hygiene  Certificate  R.S.H. 


A.H.  TR^lNTUl^l,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H.,  Dip.  H.  EI7G. 
Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate  R.S.H. 
Health  Engineering  Certificate  R.S.H. 

Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate  R.S.H. 


to  15th 


C.P.  R/iMPLING,  M.A.P.H.I., 
Dip.  P.H.I.E.B. 


from  1st 
November,  1968, 


CLERK/TYPIST ; 

Mrs.  J.E.  James  to  20th  May,  I968. 
Miss.  J.  Honeyvvood  from  22nd  April,  1968. 


RODEIH?  OPER^ITORS: 


C.H.W.  HOLDEN. 
H.V.  HILLS. 
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ST/JISTICS  i\ND  SOCL'iL  COITDITIONS  OF  THE  .'iRE/i. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


/irea . 106,739  acres. 


1968.  1967>  i2§l2. 

Registrar  General's  estimate 

of  the  resident  population.  21,870  21,530  21,410 

Census  1961  (ilpril)  20,070 

Rateable  Value  £464,494  £434,649  £453,306 

V  I  T_A  L  STATISTICS. 

P_0  P_U  L  A  T  I  0  N. 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  population  showed  an 
increase  of  340. 


LIVE  B  I  R 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
population. 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  per 
l,00p  population. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

population  Engla,nd  and  Wales. 

Legitimate  Live  Births  per  cent 
of  total  Live  Births. 

Comparability  factor  for  births. 

STILLBIR 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000 
Live  and  Still  Births  • 
Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000 
Live  and  Still  Births 
England  and  Wales. 


H  S. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

194 

159 

333 

14 

12 

26 

208 

171 

379 

1968. 

1967. 

1966. 

17.3 

17.1 

19.0 

17.3 

17.1 

20.1 

I6c9 

17.2 

17.7 

93.1 

94.0 

94.8 

1.00 

1 .00 

1.06 

H  S. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

3 

3 

6 

- 

1 

1 

1968. 

1967. 

1966. 

18.0 

13.4 

9.8 

14.0 

14.8 

13.4 

B  I  R  T  H_S. 

There  v;as  a  sligiit  rise  in  the  birth  rate  and  the  adjusted  figure  of 
17»3  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  above  that  for  England  and  Y/ales  as 
a  y;hole. 

-  4  - 


DEATHS. 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

3^68^ 

1967. 

1966, 

population. 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per 

8.9 

9.0 

9.6 

1, 000  population. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

9.7 

9.8 

11,0 

England  and  Yfales, 

11.0 

11.2 

11.7 

Comparability  factor  for  dea,ths. 

1,09 

1.09 

1.14 

There  was  a  slight  fall  in  the  death  rate  and  the  adjusted 
figure  of  9*7  1,000  of  the  population  remained  substantially 

below  the  figure  for  England  and  ViTales*  Eev/er  deaths  occurred  from 
heart  and  cerebrovascular  diseases  but  there  \7ere  more  from  pheumonia. 
Fifteen  deaths  occurred  from  cancer  of  the  lung  which  vias  more  than 
double  the  average  annual  figure  over  the  last  decade.  Three  deaths 
were  caused  by  motor  vehicle  accidents,  four  by  other  accidents  and 
two  by  suicide. 


I  II  F  A  K  T  M  0  R  T  A  L  I  T  Y. 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age: 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births, 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births  England  and  Vlales, 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per 

1, 000  total  Live  and  Still  Births 


Males, 

F  emale  s . 

Total 

3 

2 

5 

2 

1 

3 

5 

3 

8 

1968, 

12SL. 

1966, 

21.1 

19.0 

22,2 

18.0 

18,3 

19.0 

28,0 

29,0 

25.4 

The  actual  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  increased 
from  seven  in  the  previous  year  to  eight  in  the  year  under  review.  Seven 
of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  month  of  life  and  three  were  of 
illegitimate  infants.  The  causes  of  the  infant  deaths  ’were  as  follows: 


Pneumonia,  . . . . ...I 

Congenital  anomalies,,,,,,,,! 

All  other  accidents, . 

. I 


Intestinal  obstruction,,,,,,,,! 
Birth  injury  etc,,  ,.....,,.,.l 

Other  causes  of  perinatal 

mortality, . . ,,,,,..,3 
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The  following  table  gives  the  causes  and  number  of  deaths  v/hich 

occurred  during  I968. 


Malignant  Neoplp.sm  -  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Uterus 
Leukaemia 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasm,  etc. 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

Other  Endocrine  Etc*  Diseases 

Other  Dj$ases  of  Nervous  System,  Etc* 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Hypertensive  Disease 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Other  Eorms  of  Heart  Disease 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Other  Disease  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Peptic  Ulcer 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-^Jrinary  System 

Congenital  Anomalies 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  Etc* 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

Symptojjs  and  Ill-Defined  conditions 

Motor  Veiiiole  Accidents 

All  Other  Accidents 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

/iXL  Other  External  Causes 


Registrar  G-eneral*  s  Figures. 
Males.  Females* 


13 

1 

9 

2 

1 

22 

k 

10 

7 

4 

12 

5 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 

2 

2 

0 


2 

3 

1 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

17 

6 

11 

3 

2 

20 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

4 

1 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 
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CUIviFilKiiTlVili  VlTilL  I3T;i:i’lSTICS 


1968 

il967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

I  1963 

_ 

1962 

T  "" 

1  1961 

i960 

1959 

Birth 

Rate 

(Ccarectei} 

17.3 

20,1 

18,3 

1 

20,7 

CO 

• 

CO 

r  -  i—  ■.  ■  . 

18.6 

! 

i 

i 

! 

17.0 

i 

17.6 

■ . 

CO 

• 

00 

Death 

Rate 

(0C!rrected) 

9.7 

9.8 

11.0 

8.9 

9.8 

cr\ 

e 

0 

L- _ 

8,8 

8.9 

9.6 

8,4 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

21,1 

19.0 

22o2 

18.4 

1 

30.2 

j 

! 

15.5  , 

2A.6 

• 

fV) 

, 

12,1 

i 

! 

28,6 

Number  of 
Infant 

Deaths  i 

! 

8  I 

_ _ ...i 

7 

9 

7 

! 

12j 

1 

t 

6  i 

'  1 

! 

9| 

7! 

4 

9 

PEEViiLENCE  OF  iilTD  CONTROL  OTOl  II^TECTIOUS  OTHER  DlSE/iSES, 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  during  the  year.  These  are  the  final  numbers  after 
corrections  made  either  by  the  notif3ring  Medical  Practitioner  or  by 
the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 


Males, 

Females, 

Total 

Measles, . 

38 

69 

Infective  Hepatitis©., . . 

1 

1 

Vdiooping  C ough, . . 

2 

4 

Dysentery  Sonne,,., . . . 

1 

1 

Pneumonia, . . . 

1 

1 

MEASLES, 

iilthough  69  cases  v/ere  notified  this  was  less  than  one  third  of 
the  number  which  occurred  in  the  previous  year.  Measles  is  usually 
a  relatively  mild  disease  but  potentially  serious  complications  are 
not  uncommon  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  the  use  of  live  measles 
vaccine  is  advocated, 

INFECTIVE  HE  P  A  T  I  T  I  S, 

One  case  was  reported  compared  ¥7ith  ten  in  the  previous  year, 
SONNE  DYSENTERY. 

A  single  case  v/as  notified  but  the  infection  was  belivved  to  have 
been  acquired  outside  the  District, 
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Pulmonary 
N  on-Pulmonary 


1968 

rnammmtmmmm 

Ml 

Ml 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases. 

3,9^  1966  1963  1962f  1965 

21332 

1  Nil  Nil  Nil  1 


1962  1961  i960 

7  3  3 

1  Nil  Nil 


8 


STAFF 


There  were  two  changes  in  staff  during  the  year,  f/Irs,  James 
left  Local  Government  Service  for  domestic  reasons  after  five  and 
a  half  years  with  the  Department  and  Mr,  Trantum  left  to  tcike  up  a 
teaching  post,  I'liss.  Honeyivood  and  I/Ir,  Rampling  took  their  respective 
places. 


FACT  PRIES  ACT,  1961. 

Mlth  the  development  of  Stanton  and  Rougham  Aerodromes  and 
the  Northern  ’7ay  Industrial  Site  the  number  of  factories  in  the  area 
is  increasing  with  such  diverse  interests  as  aluminium  casting  and 
jev/elry  mald.ng.  Co-operation  with  the  Factory  Inspectorate  has 
always  been  excellent  and  the  few  real  problems  encountered  have 
been  quickly  solved.  In  the  case  of  neii  factories,  many  possible 
problems  were  resolved  at  the  design  stage  in  consultation  with  the 
designers  and  architects  engaged. 

Part  I  Of  The  Act, 


1  -  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 
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2  -  Cases  in  \7hich  DEFECTS  were  found 


Part  VIII  Of  The  Act, 


0  U  T  T7  0  R  K 

(potion  13^  "1 34) 


! 

i 

Section  133 

Section  134 

i 

i 

Nature 

of 

ork 

No,  of 
Out-V7orkers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 

133(1  )(o). 

No,  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No,  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
•  lists. 

No,  of 
instances 
of  y/ork 
in  unwhole¬ 
some 

premises. 

Notices 

served. 

Pros  ecu- -• 
tions. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(0 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

r/earing 

apparel 

Halting  etc. 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

The  making  of 
boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 
parts  thereof 
made  vdiolly  or 
partially  of 
paper. 

27 

l 

I 

t 

1 

' 

1 

I 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

Nil 

TOTiiL 

I 

i 

1 

Nil 

i . 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

! 
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0  FFICES  SHOPS  AND  RAI 


T.  i7  A  Y 


PREMISES  ACT 


Registrations. 


Seven  new  premises  were  registered  during  the  year,  all  as  a 
result  of  the  Inspectors  visiting  premises  informing  management  of 
their  responsibilities  or  forms  being  sent  to  occupiers  at 
Planning  /ipproval  stage. 


General. 


The  requirements  of  the  Act  now  seem  to  be  'widely  accepted 
by  management  and  staff  alike  but  some  resentment  of  the  standards 
has  been  expressed  at  the  design  stage  of  new  premises. 

Contraventions. 

- - 


During  the  course  of  routine  inspections  thirty  three 
contraventions  were  noted  in  existing  premises,  mostly  of  a  minor 
chai‘acter.  These  are  analysed  in  the  following  chart. 
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Accidents, 


Two  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year  hoth  of  a 
relatively  minor  character o  Both  involved  injury  to  hands,  one 
from  lifting  sharp  material  and  one  involving  machineryo  No 
action  v/as  considered  necessary,  other  than  offering  advice* 


Comment* 


The  Act  has  not  caused  any  great  upheavals  in  this  Rural 
i'irea  but  has  had  the  effect  of  improving  working  conditions 
for  some*  It  has  set  a  standard  for  new  premises  which  can  now 
be  applied  before  construction  but  demarcation  problems  still 
arise  and  it  is  quite  ludicrous  that  one  building  in  the 
occupation  of  one  employer  can  be  so  used  that  part  of  it  and  some 
of  the  staff  are  covered  by  the  Act  and  the  remainder  of  the 
building  and  staff  excluded  from  the  Act*  For  example,  a  large 
multiple-span  strudure  is  used  part  as  a  v/holesale  warehouse,  part 
of  it  as  a  storage  warehouse  with  staff  employed  separately  for 
each  section*  The  storage  section  is  not  covered  by  the  Act, 
neither  are  the  staff  employed  in  it  yet  their  Y;orkmates  across 
the  painted  line  on  the  floor  enjoy  the  protection  of  the  Act* 

W  A  T  E  R, 

■— ~i^wi  ■  ■! 

Public  Supplies* 


Mains  water  is  available  in  all  Parishes  of  the  irea  but  not  to 
all  properties*  Hovvever,  93^  of  dwellings  are  supplied  by  pipes 
from  the  West  Suffolk  Water  Boards  mains*  (Details  of  supply  parish 
by  parish  are  given  in  Appendix  l)* 

The  follovring  comment  on  the  supply  has  been  v/ritten  by 
P.F.  Bullock,  B*Sc*  (Eng)  C*  Eng*  M.I.C.B*,  M.I.Y/*E.,  Engineer  and 
Manager  to  the  Board  v/ho  has  also  kindly  supplied  the  analytical 
information : 

•  **.*•*  *”Wa.ter  supplied  in  the  Thingoe  Rural  District  v/as 
satisfactory  in  both  quality  and  quantity  throughout  1968,  except  for 
possible  pollution  of  ¥;ater  supplied  from  our  Ixv/orth  source 
arising  from  the  September  floods*  River  vfater  entered  the  boreholes 

during  the  period,  but  we  are  not  sure  whether  v/ater  supplied  to 

% 

consumers  was  in  fact  contaminated* 
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As  a  precaution  all  consumers  T>rho  could  have  been  afrocted  were 
v/arned  to  boil  water  used  for  drinking  purposes.  Meanv/hile, 
chlorine  residuals  were  increased  and  mains  in  the  *irea  were 
flushed  systematically  until  chlorine  appeared  at  all 
flushing  points". 


Private  Supplies. 


Private  supplies  are  sampled  on  request  or  on  routine 
inspection  and  the  Department  now  has  facilities  for  examining 
samples  using  the  membrane  filtration  technique. ,  The  results  have 
^een  very  useful  and  show  considerable  saving  in  time  and  cost. 

The  action  taken  in  respect  of  unsatisfactory  samples  obtained 
during  the  year  is  indicated  below 


Bacteriological  Examination  Results. 


1968.  1967. 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  the 


year . . . . .  32  40 

Number  of  properties  served..,....,.,.  44  84 
Number  of  satisfactory  samples... 18  24 
Number  of  unsatisfactory  samples. . ....  14  16 


No  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  or  Nitrate  estimation. 


Unsatisfactory  Samples. 


1 

11 

1 

1 


Action  Taken. 

Mains  connected. 

Supplies  cleansed  or  work  in  hand. 

Property  to  be  represented  as  unfit, 

Ov/ner/Occupier  advised  after  refusing 
a  mains  supply. 


CARAVANS. 


Caravans  and  caravan  dwellers  are  now  an  accepted  part  of  the 
scene  and  have  caused  very  few  problems  in  this  District  despite  the 
large  number  of  itinerants  visiting  for  seasonal  agricultural  work. 

The  standard  of  individual  sites  has  been  maintained  and  two  more 
previously  intinerant  families  have  now  settled  on  permanent  sites 
which  they  now  own. 

The  Council* s  caravan  site  has  not  been  fully  occupied  throughout 
the  year  and  vacancies  have  been  regularly  advertised  on  commercial 
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sites*  There  is  no  need -ander  the  ciroumst-ances  for  any  further 
provision  of  caravan  sites  except  v/ith  one  major  exception  and 
that  is  the  case  of  the  Showmen's  Guild.  For  many  years  a  group 
operating  together  have  occupied  land  in  and  adjacent  to  the 
Borough  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds.  Due  to  development  the  traditional 
winter  stops  are  no  longer  available  and  the  search  for  an 
accepted  site  has  proved  very  frustrating. 

The  number  of  days  on  which  itinerants  have  occupied 
unauthorised  sites  has  been  so  small  that  it  is  not  considered  worth 
developing  a  site  for  this  purpose.  Details  of  sites  occupied 
during  the  year  were  a^  follows 


1968.  1967. 


Number  of  licensed  sites  at  3'1  st  December.......  37  ^2 

Number  of  caravans  licensed  on  these  sites..#...  I50  I64 

Number  of  exempted  sites  at  31st  December.......  2^  I8 

Maximum  number  of  caravans  on  exempted  sites....  68  46 

Number  of  applications  for  new  licences  received 

during  the  year . .  3.  9 

Number  of  applications  for  new  licences  approved 

during  the  year. . . . .**•*...  4  7 

Number  of  caravans  approved  on  such  sites.......  4  7 

Number  of  applications  for  site  licences  refused 

during  the  year . . . .  1  2 

Number  of  sites  discontinued  during  the  year....  9  3 


S  ¥  I  M  MING  A  N  D  N  A  T_  U  II  4  L  BATH 

PLACES. 


The  increasing  interest  in  svirimming  has  shown  itself  by  the 
continued  efforts  of  parents teacher  orgajiisations  to  raise  funds  for 
school  pools.  Two  more  pools  are  now  in  hand  at  Great  Barton  and 
Ixworth.  Management  of  these  pools  takes  more  than  a  nominal 
knowledge  and  the  time  involved  is  considerable.  Problems  do  arise 
from  time  to  time  but  the  standards  maintained  throughout  have  been 
reasonably  good,  thanks  to  the  enthusiasm  of  school  staffs  and  a 
great  deal  of  time  spent  by  staff  of  the  ¥est  Siiffolk  County  Council 
Weights  and  Measures  Department. 


The  need  still  remains  for  a  full  size  covered  pool  in  the  area 
if  the  interest  in  swimming  is  to  be  fostered.  Only  at  such  a  pool 
can  the  public  enjoy  safe  swimming  all  the  year  nound. 
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The  aummer  v/as  not  the  most  encouraging  for  river  swimming 
hut  the  warmer  days  still  attracted  bathers  -  mostly  juvenile  -  to 
the  known  bathing  places  on  the  rivers.  Check  samples  confirmed 
the  bacterial  pollution  but  the  \7arning  notice  erected  at 
ICnetti shall  did  not  deter  those  intent  on  having  a  dip  I 


CLEAN  A  I  R  _  A  C  T,  1  9  5  6. 

In  a  rural  firea  with  low  density  housing  and  limited 
industry  it  may  be  thought  that  attention  to  air  pollution  is 
unimportant.  This  is  not  so  and  it  is  important  to  keep  a  careful 
eye  on  any  emissions  from  the  start  so  that  the  general  attitude  to 
clean  air  is  not  gradually  dulled  to  eventual  acceptance  of 
unreasonable  and  unhealthy  discharges.  Care  has  been  taken  to 
ensure  compliance  with  good  practice  in  all  industrial  installations 
and  submissions  have  been  required  for  "prior  approval"  in  all  cases 
of  development  at  planning  stage. 

The  only  smoke  problems  encountered  have  been  from  domestic 

installations,  usually  of  oil  fired  boilers  of  over  55*000  b,t,u’s, 
installed  often  v/ith  unqualified  supervision  or  sold  as  "package 
deals"*  Complaints  of  offensive  fumes  and  one  of  damage  to 
washing  on  a  line  have  been  due  to  lack  of  maintenance,  ill -designed 
flues  or  insufficient  flue  height.  Developments  in  the  design  of 
balanced  flues  has  been  considerable  and  these  have  given  satisfying 
improvement  not  only  in  the  quality  of  emission  but  also  in  overall 
efficiency  of  the  boilers. 

Other  atmospheric  pollution  has  been  from  sewage  works  and 
sewers  and  from  intensive  farming  operations.  The  degree  of  nuisance 
has  varied  vri.th  vdnd  direction  and  relative  humidity.  Improvements  have 
been  obtained  through  chemical  deodorants  and  co-operation  of  farmers 
in  delaying  removal  of  offensive  materials  in  unsuitable  v/eather 
conditions.  There  are  still  problems  to  be  solved,  particularly  with 
intensive  pig  and  poultry  keeping  but  complete  ansvvers  are  still 
not  available. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 

G-eneral, 

iJ-though  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year 
it  cannot  be  assumed  that  no  cases  have  developed.  Sickness,  diarrhoea 
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and  ’tummy  upsets”  have  been  quite  widespread  and  as  medication  has  been 
administed  and  few  samples  submitted  the  causes  of  such  upsets  go 
unknovm.  Complaints  of  doubtful  quality  of  food  have  been  made 
but  it  has  been  impossible  to  follow  up  most  of  them  duo  to  lack 
of  samples.  The  ease  with  vdiich  tradesmen  replace  foods  which 
are  of  doubtful  quality  results  in  fev/er  references  to  the  Health 
Department  and,  therefore,  much  that  should  bo  investigated  goes 
unchecked. 

In  one  case  a  cake  was  mouldy  and  unfit.  The  varapper  was 
clearly  coded  v/ith  the  final  date  for  sale  but  despite  this  the 
cake  was  sold  almost  one  month  later.  Proceedings  resulted  in  a 
plea  of  guilty  and  fines  and  costs  of  were  imposed. 

The  standards  of  food  premises  and  food  handling  have  not 
sho¥/n  any  noticeable  change  in  the  last  year.  The  greatest  concern 
is  still  the  lack  of  careful  stock  rotation.  In  permenant  shops 
and  in  mobile  trading  the  lack  of  legislation  requiring  pre¬ 
registration  of  vehicles  and  ovaiers  leaves  too  much  to  chance,  A 
considerable  amount  of  inspectors'  time  has  been  spent  chasing  up 
reports  of  traders  paying  fleeting  visits  into  the  District  with 
unsatisfactory  facilities  and  poor  quality  vrares.  Ag-ain,  the 
franchise  system  of  operation  of  soft  ice  cream  vehicles  leaves  o. 
lot  to  bo  desired.  Many  of  these  operate  in  the  evenings  and  at 
v/eekends  but  are  seen  in  some  odd  places  unattended  during  the  day, 

PREMISES  RECORDED  BY  TYPE  OP  BUSINESS  HERE  AS  FOLLOWS: 


G-eneral  Stores . ••59* 

Confectionaries . 8, 

Ouost  Houses . 1, 

Licensed  Premises . . . 

Factory  Canteens . .A* 

Fish  Frying  Shops.., . . 

Butcheries, .., . ,8, 

Bal<:  cries , .,,, . ,,.. . 2, 

Cafes . . . 3* 

Licensed  Clubs, • . .,,13* 

Day  School  Kitchens,  . . ,,. . . . ,8, 

Boarding  School  Kitchens, . . . 3* 

Wholesale  Food  Warehouses.. . ..2, 

Nursing  Institutions. ,., . 1, 
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ME  A  T  INSPECTION. 


Only  ono  slaughterhouse  operated  during  the  year  killing  for 
retail  sale  only. 

The  follovD-ng  analysis  shows  the  animals  slaughtered  and 
the  conditions  found,  iill  animals  v/ere  inspected  in  accordance 


;7ith  the  Regulations, 

Cattle, 

Livers  (abscesses) . . . 2, 

Part  Liver  (abscesses),.,, . ,..l. 

Part  Liver  (hepatitis) . . . .,1, 

Kidney  fat  (necrosis),,.., . 1, 

Liver  (cirrhosis),,,., . 1, 

Cysticercus  bovis . . . 

Pigs, 

Head  (c,  equi),., . 1, 

Feet  (abscesses),,, . ,,2, 

Lungs  (T.B.) . 2, 

Lungs  (pneumonia^  . . 23* 

Lungs  (abscesses),,. . ...2, 

Hearts  (percarditis) . . . ,  ,?• 

G-uts  (abscesses) . . . 1, 

Livers  (cirrhosis),. . l+. 

Kidneys  (cystic) . .....,..,,6, 

Spleens  (pot.  haem.),.,,. . 3* 

Head  (abscesses) . . . ,1, 

Sheep , 

Pluck,  (-abscesses) . .......I. 


Poultry  Dressing, 

Only  one  person  in  the  District  carries  on  poultry  dressing  as  a 
Business  and  this  is  not  full-time.  *'ill  birds  are  wet  plucked  and 
sent  uneviscerated  to  regular  dealers  in  the  London  area.  No 
systematic  inspection  is  carried  out  but  regular  spot  checks  are  made 
and  it  is  knovm  that  the  birds  are  inspected  at  the  point  of  delivery. 

Flood  Da,nago. 

On  the  l6th  September  the  District  was  affected  by  flooding 
following  torrential  rain.  Several  promises  had  refrigeration 
failure  due  to  interruption  of  the  electricity  supplies  and  an  Inn 
and  a  Shop  together  with  the  associated  stores  v/ero  flooded  to  a 
considerable  depth.  Duo  to  sewage  contamination  upwards  of  a  ton  of 
foodstuffs  were  surrendered  and  destroyed.  Frozen  foods  affected 
by  quality  changes  were  also  surrendered  and  destroyed  foUov/ing  a 
check  of  all  other  foal  promises  Cuffected, 
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Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  conderoned  in  v/hole  or  in  part. 


No  horses  or  aninals  other  than  those  shovni  above 
are  slaughtered  in  the  area# 
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M  ILK  A  N  D  D  AIR  I  E  S. 


There  was  no  alteration  to  the  Register  of  Dairies  and 
Dairymen  during  the  year,  nor  were  there  any  serious  complaints 
made  regarding  millc  or  milk  containers.  Despite  the  odd  complaints 
which  are  made  from  time  to  time  the  standard  acliieved  by  the 
Dairy  Industry  with  such  a  perishable  commodity  is  quite 
remarkable  and  rarely  receives  the  commendation  to  v/hich  it  is 
justly  entitled. 

Scimples  are  regularly  taken  by  the  West  Suf folic  Council  as 
The  Food  ard  Drugs  Authority  and  are,  therefore,  not  duplicated 
by'  this  Council. 


RADIOACTIVITY. 

Only’^  one  Certificate  of  Registration  has  been  issued  to  keep 
radioactive  materials  in  the  District.  These  materials  have  been 
handled  satisfactorily  giving  rise  to  no  hazard  to  the  public. 


EXPLOSIVES. 

The  Authority  have  issued  14  Licences  for  the  storage  of 
mixed  explosives,  being  for  sporting  cartridges  and  fireworks 
only.  The  firevrork  factory  is  not  licenced  by  this  Authority  but  by 
a  G-overnment  Department. 


PETROLEUM. 

There  were  no  accidents  or  fires  reported  from  any  premises 
licenced  by  the  Council.  The  standard  conditions  were  varied  to  take 
into  account  the  current  codes  of  practice,  and  testing  of  tanks 
proceeded  in  accordance  v/ith  the  accepted  testing  cycle.  The  bulk 
store  referred  to  last  year  came  into  use  and  was  licenced  in  1968. 


Number  of  premises  licenced  during  1968. . ...151* 

Number  of  new  tanks  installed . . . . . 5* 

Number  of  tanks  discontinued. . . .2. 

Number  of  licences  transferred  during  the  year.. . 1. 

Existing  tanlcs  tested  and  found  to  be  satisfactory . 11. 
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INSECT  INFESaiATIONS 


The  Department  is  often  asked  for  advice  and  help  in  the 
identification  of  insects  and  this  we  are  pleased  to  do.  The  new 
equipment  purchased  during  the  year  has  enabled  a  more  efficient 
service  to  be  given  and  v/hilst  self  help  is  encouraged  a 
destruction  service  at  a  nominal  cost  has  been  operated. 

Insects  dealt  iTith  have  been  as  follows 


Bees . 3 

G-ooseberry  I.Iites, . 1 

C  ockroaches  • . ,2 

Bats, . 3 


Martin  Bugs •••,,,.,,•,,,,1 

Fleas, . . . 6 

T7asps,, . 18 

ilnt s , •,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,1 


A  collection  of  insects  is  being  built  up  to  assist  in  the 
identification  of  species  and  this  is  proving  valuable. 


RATS  A  N  D  MIC  E, 

A  free  service  is  operated  to  domestic  premises  and  regular 
inspections  of  Parishes  are  carried  out  throughout  the  year.  The 
service  to  business  and  farm  premises  is  on  a  time  and  material 
basis  or  annual  contract. 


The  follo-vTing  extract  from  the  /mnual  Return  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  Fisheries  and  Food  indicates  the  extent  of  infested 
properties  treated: 


Type  of  Property, 


PROPERTIES  OTHER  TIL'iN  SLATERS, 


1,  Number  of  properties  in 

District, 

2, a,Total  number  of 

properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected 
follov/ing  notification, 

b, Number  infested  by:- 
(i)  Rats 

(ii)  liice 

3* a, Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/ or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification, 

b.Numbor  infested  byi- 

(i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


S2;7ERS:  Only  one  sewer  T;as  infested  by  rats  during  the  year, 
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Housr^ 


Housing  Survey, 


The  survey  of  all  houses  in  the  District  was  completed  and 
the  results  ¥/crc  consistent  with  those  found  by  previous  staff  in 
i960.  The  reduction  of  the  unfit  tota,l  was  not  what  had  been 
hoped  for  in  I960,  Many  reasons  account  for  the  slow  rate, 
including  the  delay  in  rehousing  tenants,  many  of  v/hom  have  been 
reluctant  to  move,  and  the  lack  of  alternative  accommodation  of 
the  size  required  in  the  immediate  locality, 

"iThilst  there  has  been  progress  it  cannot  be  claimed  as 
satisfactory  when  9^  of  the  housing  stock  is  still  legally  unfit 
and  20fo  lacks  essential  facilities, 

Further  comments  are  made  in  the  Report  on  the  Housing  Survey 
presented  spparately  to  the  Council, 


Clearance  Progress, 


Tv/enty  four  properties  vrere  demolished  and  fourteen  closed. 
Fifteen  families  v/ere  rehoused  from  unfit  properties  during  the 
year  but  this  was  a  small  proportion  of  the  total  number  of 
lettings. 


Houses  demolished, ,24, 

Houses  closed,, ,,, . 14, 

Number  of  famines  displaced,, . ,,,,,,,,,  13* 


Repair,  Improvement  and  Reconstruction, 

It  has  been  more  and  more  important  to  save  isolated 
properties,  not  because  it  is  economic  to  do  so  but  because 
rehousing  in  the  locality  has  often  been  impossible.  Improvement 
grants  have  continued  to  be  an  attraction  but  mainly  to  owner/ 
occupiers  many  of  v/hom  sell  after  the  limiting  three  years.  The 
Council  continued  with  improvement  of  the  older  houses  lacking 
amenities  as  shovm. 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  (total) . ,.,,,6l. 

Defective  houses  repaired  after  formal  action, 7, 
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Completed, 


Discretionary  Grants, 
Standard  Grants, • 
Closet  Conversion  Grants 


24 

50 

2 


13 

33 

15 


Number  of  Council  Houses  improved 


27. 


New  Building, 


The  high  interest  rates  continue  to  discourage  an  increased 
building  rate  because  of  the  effect  on  rents  and  the  Housing 
Revenue  Account,  However,  28  properties  were  completed  during  the 
year  including  9  flatlets  for  the  elderly  at  Autumn  Close, 

(b)«  Private, 


Speculative  development  for  sale  has  continued  despite  the 
widely  reported  difficulties  in  obtaining  mortga,ges.  The  development 
of  the  Council  site  at  Hall  Park  has  also  proved  the  desirability 
of  this  venture.  Phase  2  is  likely  to  be  -vvell  advanced  by  the 
end  of  1969, 


Total  buildings  completed 


163, 


Overcrowding, 


The  Council  purchased  the  Old  Police  Station  at  Ixv/orth  and 
converted  it  to  two  dwellings  of  large  proportions  especially  for  the 
benefit  of  larger  families.  One  family  in  the  care  of  the  Y/est 
Suffolk  Council  are  to  be  housed  in  one  section  as  soon  as  it  is 
completed. 

Cases  known  and  registered  by  the  Department  were  as  follov^s:- 


Cases  on  Register  at  1st  January,  1968, ,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,5# 

Rehoused  by  Thingoe  R,D,C, . . . . 0, 

Rehoused  by  selves, . . ,,,, . ,1, 

Left  District . . . . . ,,.,,,,,,,2, 

Remaining  on  Register  at  31st  December,  I968,,,, . 2, 


-  22  - 


SimiT.:iRY  SEmCES. 


This  information  has  been  supplied  by:- 
S.M.  CASSON,  M.I.Mun.E.,  A.S.I.P.H.E. , 

SjdlNEERJdTD  .SURVEYOR. 

S  E  IV  E  R  A  0  E. 

In  spite  of  Governmental  restrictions  on  capital  expenditure 
some  progress  v;as  made  in  the  field  of  sewerage  during  1968, 

The  scheme  for  the  village  of  Pakenham  \ias  delayed  throughout 
the  year  v/hile  the  Thedvrastre  Rural  District  Council  consulted  with 
the  liinistry  of  Housing  and  Loca.1  Government  on  the  expansion  of  its 
works  at  Thurston,  Agreement  \7as  reached  to  .allo;7  the  Council  to 
proceed  with  its  extensions  tov/ards  the  end  of  1968,  Eor  the 
Thingoe  Council* s  part,  the  scheme  for  the  village  of  Pakenham  had 
already  been  approved  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a  tender  v/ill  be 
accepted  early  in  1969  v/ith  a  view  to  vrork  commencing  some’where 
about  February  of  that  year. 

The  scheme  for  the  villages  of  Hargrave  and  Chevington  v/as 
proceeded  ;7ith;  the  tender  of  Messrs,  T,  Phillipson  and  Company 
of  Sudbury  having  been  accepted.  The  majority  of  works  \7ere 
completed  by  the  end  of  1968  there  remaining  only  outstanding  certain 
testing  *v7orks  at  pumping  stations.  It  is  anticipated  that  the 
scheme  vd.ll  be  fully  opera,tional  by  early  1969* 

The  tender  of  Messrs,  D,  and  ff#  Contractors  of  Cambridge  was 
accepted  for  the  Bradfield  St,  George/Rougham  Green  scheme  and  good 
progress  v/as  made  during  1968,  Vlpproximately  tliree  quarters  of  the 
scheme  had  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  it  is 
expected  that  it  v/ill  be  completed  by  Spring  of  1969, 

Negotiations  with  the  Jiinistry  continued  for  the  group  scheme 
for  Ixv/orth,  Bardv/ell  and  Stanton  and  for  the  redesign  of  the 
extensions  to  Barrovr  sev/age  works,  ’/hilst  the  scheme  for  Ixworth, 
Bardwell  and  Stanton  had  been  approved  in  principle  there  remained 
at  the  end  of  the  year  certain  matters  concerning  the  badancing  of 
flows  to  be  attended  to  before  full  approval  could  be  expected,  but 
no  final  agreement  had  been  reached  on  the  form  of  the  design  of  the 
Barrow  Works, 

Following  the  flooding  wiiich  occurred  widely  in  the  District  in 
the  latter  part  of  1968  consideration  v/as  given  to  the  suitability  of 
the  site  selected  for  a  sev/age  works  for  the  villages  of  Brockley, 
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Y/hepstead  and  Hawstead*  A  nev/  site  v/as  selected  and  negotiations 
v;ere  proceeding  for  its  acquisition  as  the  year  closed* 

The  Council  approved  a  scheme  for  the  sev/ering  of  the 
village  of  Y/estley  and  this  has  been  submitted  to  the  IlLnister* 

It  v/ill  be  seen,  therefore,  that  substantial  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  sewering  of  villages  since  the  Council  first  decided  to 
under-take  an  intensive  sev/erage  programme. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  Council  decided  to  pursue  the  purchase  of  the  railway 
cuttings  at  G-reat  T/helnetham  and  investigated  both  in  this 
country  and  on  the  Continent  the  types  of  pulveriser  available* 
Planning  permission  was  received  for  the  use  of  the  railv/ay 
cuttings  and  also  for  the  use  of  the  rail7/a,y  yard  at 
Little  Ydielnetham  for  the  construction  of  a  pulverising  plant* 
lifter  a  great  deal  of  consideration  of  the  types  of  plant  available 
the  Council  elected  to  install  a  Tollemache  type  plant  and  an 
application  was  made  to  the  Minister  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
for  loan  approval  to  proceed  v/ith  the  scheme* 
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iTii  all  samples  taken  the  appearance  T;as  clear,  Deposit  ,  Nil,  Colour  Nil,  Taste  Satisfactory 

and  Odour  Nil* 
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